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SUBJECT:     "Pake  Health  and  Beauty  Preparations."     Information  from  the  Eood  and 
Drug  Administration,  U.S.D.A. 

— 00OO00 — 

The  other  day  I  made  a  visit  to  the  Eood  and  Drug  Administration  Building. 
I  went  over  to  see  an  exhibit  on  display  there  that  has  "been  drawing  lots  of  in- 
terested visitors,  including  our  Eirst  Lady  of  the  land  and  her  daughter.  That 
exhibit  is  an  eye-opener.    Every  woman  in  the  country  deserves  to  see  it.  We 
women  naturally  are  interested  in  three  subjects — food,  health  and  beauty.  Well, 
this  display  is  a  collection  of  fake  foodstuffs,  quack  medicines,  fake  health  con- 
traptions and  worthless  or  dangerous  beauty  preparations,  now  for  sale  to  anyone 
gullible  enough  to  "buy.    We  women  are  probably  the  biggest  buyers.    And  the  way 
these  products  sell  shows  how  easily  we  are  taken  in.     In  fact,  the  collection 
stands  as  a  fine  example  of  the  way  you  and  I  and  the  rest  of  the  trusting  public 
are  being  fooled  by  unscrupulous  manufacturers — of  the  way  a  lot  of  concerns  are 
making  money  right  now  on  lies.     The  newspapers  have  called  this  exhibit  "the 
chamber  of  horrors." 

I'll  tell  you  about  a  few  items  I  saw  there.     One  of  the  first  things  that 
caught  my  eye  was  a  pint  bottle  of  a  dark  liquid  that  you  can  buy  for  twelve  dollars. 
Beside  that  bottle  was  a  pile  of  advertising  leaflets,  all  claiming  that  the  remedy 
is  a  cure  for  diabetes.     To  the  right  I  saw  a  bundle  of  letters — testimonial 
letters — written  by  people  who  had  taken  the  medicine  and  claimed  that  it  was  help- 
ing their  diabetes,  or  had  even  cured  them.    Each  of  these  letters  is  numbered. 
Then,  over  to  the  left,  I  noticed  a  batch  of  death  certificates.    They  were  also 
numbered.     The  numbers  on  the  letters  corresponded  with  numbers  on  the  death  cer- 
tificates— the  name,  address  and  so  on  were  the  same.    There  is  grim  proof  of  the 
effect  of  this  so-called  "remedy."    Every  one  of  the  poor  people  who  wrote  these 
testimonials,  who  declared  that  this  preparation  had  cured  or  was  curing  his 
diabetes,  died  of  the  disease.     Several  even  died  shortly  after  writing  that  they 
were  cured.    In  each  case,  the  doctor  certified  on  the  death,  certificate  that  the 
cause  of  death  was  diabetes. 

Now  let  me  tell  you  a  few  facts  that  the  food  and  drug  inspectors  uncovered 
about  this  so-called  "diabetes  cure"  that  costs — don't  forget— twelve  dollars  a 
pint.    Like  many  other  patent  medicines  the  stuff  is  not  made  by  a  concern  dealing 
in  reputable  drug  products.    The  man  who  makes  it  and  advertises  it  and  sells  it 
was  formerly  a  traveling  shirt  salesman.    Ke  was  shrewd  enough  to  see  that  he 
could  make  more  money  by  preying  on  sick  peoxjle,  ready  to  clutch  at  any  straw  for 
help,  than  by  selling  shirts.    What  does  he  use  to  make  his  medicine?    Well,  he 
stews  up  common  horsetail  weed.    Yes,  the  investigators  found  that  the  chief  in- 
gredient of  this  expensive  preparation  was  extract  of  horsetail  weed.    Any  medical 
expert  will  tell  you  that  this  stuff  has  no  more  effect  on  diabetes  than  water. 
And  those  death  certificates  are  proof  of  what  happened  to  the  hopeful  and  believ- 
ing souls  who  paid  their  money  for  a  worthless  preparation.    Trust  in  this  patent 
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medicine  prevented  them  from  relying  on  the  only  effective  remedy  now  known  for 
diabetes — insulin. 

Is  this  fake  remedy  now  on  sale?    Yes,  indeed.    You  can  still  "by  it  for 
twelve  dollars  a  pint,    Why  don't  the  food  and  drug  inspectors  put  it  off  the 
market  and  prosecute  the  manufacturer?     They  can't.     Their  hands  are  tied.  The 
present  food  and  drug  haw  has  some  loopholes  that  allow  unscrupulous  manufacturers 
to  get  away  with  things  like  this.    The  food  and  drug  people  did  "bring  a  prosecu- 
tion against  the  manufacturer  of  this  diabetes  medicine.    They  had  plenty  of  expert 
medical  testimony  to  show  that  the  stuff  was  worthless,  that  the  claims  on  the 
label  were  false*    But  they  couldn't  prove  that  the  defendant  knew  his  product  was 
false  and  mislabeled.    And  the  law  as  it  stands  makes  it  necessary  to  prove  that. 

That's  just  one  example  of  a  fake  preparation  that  is  widely  advertised  and 
sold  yet  legally  untouchable.    The  food  and  drug  exhibit  lias  plenty  of  other  items 
on  display  that  are  just  as  successful  in  fooling  the  public  and  just  as  false, 
but  still  beyond  reach  of  the  law. 

For  example,  I  noticed  on  one  table  a  pretty  silver  jar  containing  a  hair 
removing  preparation.    The  advertisements  claimed  that  the  stuff  was  not  only 
harmless  but  beneficial  to  the  skin.    But  here's  the  true  story  behind  those  ad- 
vertisements.   The  preparation  contained  thallium  acetate,  a  deadly  poison.  Many 
women  who  bought  and  used  this  depilatory  found  themselves  as  a  result  in  the 
hospital  suffering  from  severe  muscular  pains  and  weakness  or  general  nerve  impair- 
ment.   Many  found  themselves  entirely  bald.    Others  even  had  paralysis.    But  the 
government  now  has  no  power  to  protect  you  against  this  product  or  ethers  just  as 
dangerous,  because  the  present  Food  and  Drugs  Act  doesn't  regulate  traffic  in  this 
stuff.    Cosmetics  are  out  of  its  jurisdiction.    So  poisonous  hair  dyes,  depilator- 
ies, eyelash  preparations  a.nd  so  on  are  still  selling,  and  many  of  them  are  selling 
well . 

Anti-fat  preparations  are  also  out  of  the  law's  reach,  so  long  as  they  make 
no  claims  for  curing  disease.    One  particularly  dangerous  anti-fat  materia,!  contains 
thyroid  extract  and  bladderwrack.    The  result  of  dosing  with  it  may  be  fevers,  de- 
lerium,  nausea.,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  even  coma  and  death.    Well,  you've  pro- 
bably seen  advertisement  for  this  stuff.    You've  probably  seen  the  pictures  of  a 
beautiful,   slim,  graceful  girl  and  the  message  underneath  urging  you  to  lose  weight 
without  dieting  in  a  safe, easy  and  natural  way.    Who ' s  to  protect  plump  folks  from 
such  preparations  when  the  law  can't  regulate  flesh  removers? 

Next  week  I'll  tell  you  about  some  other  fake  preparations  on  the  market. 
But  if  you  could  only  see  the  exhibit,  that  would  be  far  better  than  just  hearing 
about  it.     You  could  then  see  with  your  own  eyes  just  what  worthless  and  dangerous 
products  we  women  are  now  spending  our  good  money  for.    Well,  your  club  or  any 
women's  association  can  arrange  to  see  this  display  of  fakes.     You  can  have  a 
travelling  exhibit  to  set  up  at  one  of  your  meetings.     If  you're  interested,  write 
to  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  at  Washington,  D.  C.     They'll  be  glad  to 
arrange  if  possible  to  send  you  one  of  their  travelling  exhibits. 

Of  course,  you  know  that  a  new  Food  and  Drug  bill  is  up  before  Congress. 
It  is  called  the  Copeland  Bill  and  will  regulate  the  advertising  and  sale  of  foods, 
drugs  and  cosmetics .     If  you  want  to  know  the  exact  provisions  of  the  new  bill, 
write  for  a  copy.    Write  either  to  this  station  or  direct  to  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  at  Washington,  D.  C.  for  a  free  copy  of  the  Copeland  bill. 

Tomorrow:     "Ways  to  Use  Cranberries." 


